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Category: Annuals,Perennials and Bulbs

Subcategory: Bulb planting

Tip: Planting Garlic

Garlic, a member of the allium family, is very easy to plant. Before planting, break apart
the mother bulb into individual cloves. Plant the cloves with the pointed end up, about
four inches apart, and cover them with one to two inches of soil in mild winter areas.
Cover them three to four inches in areas where the ground freezes in winter.

Tip: Pre-Chilling Bulbs

Some bulbs, such as tulips, need to go through a period of cold before they bloom. This
means that if you live in zones eight through ten, you should pre-chill your spring
blooming bulbs for at least 10 weeks before you plant them in the garden.

Subcategory: Dividing Perennials

Tip: Dividing Perennials

It’s time to divide your perennials when they start taking over other plants, when the
center of a plant looks weak, or when blooms are smaller than they have been in
previous years. Ideally, you should divide your plants while they are still dormant. Spring
blooming perennials are best divided in the fall. Mid-summer or fall blooming perennials
should be divided the next spring.

Tip: Perennials - A Good Choice

Perennials are the most economical plants in your garden because they come back
year after year. They may take up to three years to fully establish themselves, but the
rewards are enormous! You can easily divide and take cuttings from perennials, to
make more plants. In addition, their hardiness is quite amazing.

Subcategory: Perennial Color

Tip: Phlox - Don’t Go to Seed

When you allow phlox to go to seed, you will grow seedlings that revert back to the
original phlox colors, instead of looking like the parent plants. Eventually, the seedlings
will crowd out the parent plants, and you will lose your phlox cultivar completely.

Subcategory: Soil Needs



Tip: Nasturtium Soil Conditions

If you don't have good soil and think that you can't grow flowers, you may want to take a
look at nasturtiums. These flowers actually do best in poor soil with low moisture and no
fertilizer. Too much water or fertilizer causes the nasturtium to grow more leaves than
flowers.

Tip: Setting Snapdragons Out in the Garden

Plant your snapdragons in early spring after all danger of frost has passed. Place them
about six inches apart in a rich, well drained soil in full sun. Water the plants to be sure
that you remove any air pockets and be sure that you continue to water them
throughout the growing season, keeping the soil moist but not soggy. In zones nine and
ten, snapdragon seeds can be sown in the fall for winter flowers.

Subcategory: Sun/Shade requirements

Tip: Leggy Amaryllis

If your amaryllis is looking pale and leggy, it may not be receiving enough sun. Place
your plant by a sunny, warm window. Check the soil frequently to be sure that the sun is
not drying out the amaryllis too quickly.

Tip: Perennial Borders for Full Sun

There are many perennials that thrive in full sun. Some easy care perennials are
echinacea, daylilies, tickseed, shasta daisies and artemesia. To plant your perennial
border, you should begin by preparing the garden bed. Since perennial borders aren't
replanted every year, be sure to add plenty of compost.

Tip: Setting Out Your Asters

Transplant your asters into the garden after all danger of frost has passed. Space them
approximately a foot apart. Asters thrive in dry, sunny locations. Don't worry about
enriching the soil. These plants actually produce more brilliant color when grown in
rather poor soil.

Category: Answer User Questions

Subcategory: Answer User Questions

Tip: Keep Cats Out of Gardens



If cats are digging up your plants, you may want to try one of these simple tips to keep
cats out of gardens: 1. Spread some mothballs around. The smell of mothballs will repel
cats. 2. Bury wire mesh just below the soil surface. Cats often dig in the garden
because it seems like a nice soft outdoor litter box. The mesh will discourage them from
digging. 3. Add some ornaments and large rocks to open spaces. Covering up the
ground cat deter cats. 4. Move your birdbath and bird feeder away from the garden.
Sometimes, cats hang out in the garden to catch unsuspecting birds.

Category: Drying Flowers

Subcategory: Preserving Colors

Tip: Drying Hydrangeas

Hydrangeas dry beautifully when you use the following method. *Hydrangeas should be
picked for drying as soon as their colors turn. The center of a hydrangea bush is usually
where you will find the most colorful flowers. *Place their woody stems upright in a vase
that has two inches of water. The flowers will gradually soak up all of the water. *If you
notice the petals start to wilt after the water has evaporated, you should add another
inch of water to the vase.

Category: Equipment and Supplies

Subcategory: Buying

Tip: Buying Tools

Buy the best quality tools you can afford. Experience has taught me through broken
handles and shovel heads that this is one garden necessity that it makes no sense to
skimp on. Top quality tools only make your job easier and safer in the long run and they
will pay for themselves over time.

Subcategory: Cleaning and Maintenance

Tip: Homemade Hydroponics

You can create your own hydroponics unit outside. Use pvc pipe and the U shaped
connectors. The easiest unit uses six foot two by six supports leaning against an
outside wall. The eight foot tall pipes start at the top and zig-zag down to about one foot
from the ground. You will need to cut a hole about every six to eight inches with a drill
attachment for doorknob holes. Fill the pipes with any of the hydroponic materials and
put a basin at the bottom with a small fountain pump on a timer that goes up to the top



end of the pipe. This unit works year round, unless you get deep freezes. You can put
an aquarium heater in the basin if you only get light frosts. The unit is perfect for all of
your salad plants or the herb garden. Allow at least several weeks before you change
the solution.

Tip: LawnTractor Safety

To avoid accidents with lawn tractors and power mowers, you should: * Know the
controls and how to stop the machine quickly. * Stop the power before leaving the seat.
* Keep children out of your work area. * Look behind you before backing up. * Reduce
speed when turning sharply, as well as on slopes. * Stay off steep slopes. * When
mowing with a riding mower, go up and down slopes to avoid tipping over, but with a
walking mower, go across the slope to avoid getting your foot caught in the blade. *
Keep all guards and shields in place. * Clear the area of objects that could be thrown by
the blade. * Keep your hands and feet well away from rotating blades. * Make sure the
riding mower is out of gear before starting it up. * Never give children rides. Mowers are
not toys.

Category: Flower Bushes

Subcategory: Flower Bushes

Tip: Landscaping with Rose Bushes

If you have a hill in a sunny area, why not try landscaping that troublesome mowing spot
with rose bushes? Repeat blooming landscape roses thrive in this situation and look
beautiful. To turn your hill into a garden filled with rose bushes: 1. Remove the sod so
your roses aren't crowded by long grass. 2. Apply landscape fabric to the hill to help
control erosion. 3. Dig a hole of the recommended depth for each rose and be sure to
add some rose food to each hole before planting the rose bushes.

Category: Flowering Trees

Subcategory: Flowering Trees

Tip: How to Plant Flowering Dogwoods

Flowering dogwoods are popular trees for small gardens. These trees have beautiful
pink or white flowers in the spring and their berries are an important food source for
wildlife. To plant flowering dogwoods in your yard, you should: 1. Find a location with
well draining soil in partial shade to full sun. 2. Place your flowering dogwood in the
planting hole so that the tree's base is slightly above ground. 3. Water the tree



thoroughly so that the soil settles and all air pockets are removed.

Category: Fruit Trees

Subcategory: Fruit Trees

Tip: Planting Apple Trees

There's nothing quite like biting into an apple that you've grown in your own backyard.
Planting apple trees is a fun family project. To plant one of these fruit trees, you should:
1. Choose a location that receives full sun and has well drained soil. 2. Dig a planting
hole that is about a foot wider than the root ball of your apple tree so that it is easy for
the tree's roots to spread into the surrounding soil. 3. Plant your tree so that the graft
union, which is a bumpy spot near the base of the trunk, is a few inches above the soil's
surface. 4. Water the tree to remove air pockets in the soil.

Tip: Protecting Fruit Trees from Pests

Fruit trees are fairly succeptible to pests. It is important to protect these trees from
insect and animal pests. To protect your fruit trees, you should: 1. Wrap the trunks of
young fruit trees to keep animal pests from chewing on them. 2. Check your trees for
signs of infestation or damage daily. 3. If you see signs of insect infestation, spray your
trees with the proper pesticides.

Tip: Pruning Apple Trees

Apple trees need to be pruned properly to help them continue to produce fruit year after
year. To prune apple trees, you should: 1. Do your pruning during early spring, before
your apple trees break dormancy. 2. Remove branches that grow towards the tree's
center. 3. Remove any branches that are growing out from the trunk at a narrow angle.
They will be weak when they mature.

Category: Fruits and Vegetables

Subcategory: Harvest and Storage

Tip: Harvesting Blueberries

For the sweetest blueberries, wait three days after the berries turn blue before you pick
them. While picking your blueberries, be sure to remove all shriveled and green berries
from the plant.



Subcategory: Seeds

Tip: Making Dark Seeds More Visible

When planting dark seeds, it is often difficult to see them on the soil. This can lead to
uneven rows and lost seeds. To make your dark seeds more visible, simply sprinkle
some flour into the seed packs and shake. This will make your dark seeds stand out in
the soil.

Category: Garden Designs

Subcategory: Color

Tip: Companion plants for hosta
The big, rounded leaves of the hosta plant look wonderful with quite a few other plants.
Some of the best companion plants for hosta are tulips, yucca, lilies, ferns and daisies.

Tip: Plants with Silver Foliage Add Color Contrast

If you are using lots of dark, glossy green foliage in your garden, tuck in some silvery
lambs ears, silver mound artemesia and dusty miller for dramatic color contrast. Silver
foliage brightens flower blossoms and is an ideal accent color for green foliage.

Category: Gardening & Planting Trees

Subcategory: Gardening & Planting Trees

Tip: Choosing Shade Trees for the Yard

With the rising cost of electricity, shade trees for the yard are more important than ever.
However, not all trees make good shade trees. To choose the right tree, you should: 1.
Make sure that the tree you are considering does not have an invasive root system,
especially if you will be planting it near your house foundation, concrete patio, or septic
system. 2. Be sure the tree is not overly messy. Some trees shed quite a few seed
pods, twigs, or nuts each year and can create a lot of work. 3. Find out how high the
tree will be when it matures. Trees that are higher than the house could be potentially
hazardous.

Tip: Planting Maple Trees
Maple trees come in a wide range of sizes, from tiny Japanese maples to massive



Norway maples. However, they all have the same basic planting requirements. To plant
maple trees, you should: 1. Always place the tree in a spot that is far from house
foundations, septic systems and wells. Maple trees have invasive root systems. 2.
Choose a location that has partial to full sun. 3. Be sure soil will remain moist in dryer
months, but don't choose locations with waterlogged soil.

Category: Gardening Seeds & Seasons

Subcategory: Gardening Seeds & Seasons

Tip: Divide Your Daylilies in Fans

Daylilies can easily be divided. When you are dividing your daylilies, you should try to
separate them into segments of about three shoots each. Gardeners refer to these
sections as “fans.” The best time to divide daylilies is in the spring before new growth
appears, or in the late fall. You should avoid dividing daylilies that are already blooming.

Tip: Tips for Growing Begonias in Containers

The key to container gardening with begonias is to make sure the pots or urns have
adequate drainage holes. Begonia tubers hate sitting in waterlogged soil and they will
begin to stink and rot. When choosing your containers, you should also keep in mind the
mature size of the begonia varieties you have chosen. Plant your begonia bulbs in pots
that will allow adequate room for them to grow.

Category: Gardening With Children

Subcategory: Color For Kids

Tip: Sunflowers

Sunflowers and children are a match made in heaven. Children enjoy looking at these
large, bright flowers. In addition, they can actually eat sunfolower seeds in the fall. Plant
both short and tall varieties for more interest.

Subcategory: Ideas and Lessons

Tip: Family Gardening

Gardening can be more fun if you garden with your children. Plan your vegetable
garden in advance and teach them the importance of preparation. Scan the internet with
your children, looking at kids garden projects together. Visit to the library and



bookstores together in the winter months

Subcategory: Planting Ideas

Tip: Staking Young Plants

To gently help the struggling pole bean or tomato plant grow upright, loosely tie the
stem to a bamboo pole with bright colorful scraps of fabric. Your child's harvest may not
be the biggest, but those bright snips of color will brighten the gloomiest day. For more
color, use non-toxic paint to paint the stakes with bright primary colors.

Subcategory: Toddlers

Tip: Soft Leaves for Small Hands

Children love to explore their world with all of their senses, so soft leaved plants are an
important addition to a child friendly garden. Try echeverria, lambs ears and hens and
chicks for soft, easy care plants any child is sure to enjoy.

Category: Healthy Lawn and Grass

Subcategory: Lawn Maintenance

Tip: Dethatching

Thatch is a layer of dead matter which is above the soil line but below the green blades
of the grass. If thatch gets too thick, grass will take root in the thatch and not the soil. To
help decide whether your lawn requires dethatching, dig up a small piece with a sharp
tool. If the dead grass layer is more than 1/2 inches high, you need to dethatch. You can
dethatch by using a rake or renting a dethatching machine. You can make dethatching
an annual part of your lawn care program.

Subcategory: Lawns: Diseases & Pests

Tip: Red Thread and Lawns

Red Thread is a disease that creates discolored patterns in the lawn from two inches to
several feet in diameter. Unaffected grass blades are usually interspersed in the
diseased area. When viewed closely, the affected grass blades reveal pink-to-red
thread like strands at their tips. When moisture is plentiful, a pinkish, cotton-candy-like
mass may appear in the affected lawn areas. As the disease progresses, the unhealthy
grass blades collapse and turn brown. During the active stages, it can spread from one



area of the lawn to another by foot traffic, mowing etc. Although it thrives best in
temperatures from 60°F to 75°F, it is also common in summertime, when temperatures
are higher. To prevent or cure Red Thread, treat your lawn with a chemical that controls
fungus.

Subcategory: Mowing Correctly

Tip: Proper Mowing Height

Many people think that it is best to cut lawn grass very short. Granted, it may save you
from having to mow, again, real soon. However, it is not good for the health of your
grass. A good height for grass is approximately three inches. If you cut grass too short,
there will not be an adequate amount of shade on the grass plants at the soil level. This
can cause the plants to sunburn. Also, taller grass will keep weed seeds from sprouting.

Category: Herbs

Subcategory: Uses

Tip: Cold Relief

Do you know that several traditional medicines help provide cold relief? They do not
work on severe colds or flus and are most effective when they are taken at the first sign
of the onset of a cold. Their effects may be limited once the cold takes hold. These
plants are echinacea, yarrow, goldenseal, coltsfoot leaf, and dandelion root. To use
these cold relief herbs, steep one tablespoon of herbs in one cup of hot water.
Remember, this is a medicine, not just a nice cup of tea. It is best taken before bedtime.
These herbs can be found at most health food stores and some pharmacies. You can
take them singly or in combination.

Subcategory: Varieties
Tip: Tarragon
Tarragon is a very easy garden perennial and spreads easily by seed. The leaves can

be harvested anytime for a slightly anise flavored spice. Tarragon goes well with fish
and chicken.

Category: Indoor Gardens

Subcategory: Watering Indoor Gardens






